lO                The Desert and its Inhabitants

turned tlieir course and ours in that direction. " Hold fast on
your camels, for they are going to be startled and jump about,"
said Salim to us. Why the camels should be startled I could
not understand ; when on crossing the mounds just mentioned,
we suddenly came on five or six black tents, of the very poorest
description, pitched near some wells excavated in the gravelly
hollow below. The reason of Salim's precautionary hint now
became evident, for our silly beasts started at first sight of the
tents, as though they had never seen the like before, and then
scampered about, bounding friskily here and there, till what
between their jolting (for a camel's run much resembles that of
a cow) and our own laughing, we could hardly keep on their
backs. However, thirst soon prevailed over timidity, and they
left off their pranks to approach the well's edge, and sniff at the
water below.

We alighted. Immediately the denizens of the tents, a few
women and one or two old men belonging to theSherarat tribe,
which is scattered over the whole of this desert, approached to
give tlieir " Marhaba," "Ya'hla," /.<?., "welcome," "honoured
guests/' and so forth, and to ask many questions why and
whence our journey. Nor was their curiosity without reason;
the route which had brought us was one little travelled at any
time, especially by men from Damascus or its neighbourhood,
and for such our dress and accent gave us out to be; and still
less at this period of the year, in the very height of summer.
But we were too tired for much discourse, and far more de-
sirous to get into a little shade after so long a running, than to
hold protracted parley. So we left our Bedouins, themselves,
too, well nigh worn out with fatigue, to draw water as they
could from the wells and pour it into the little hollows close by
for the benefit of their camels, an operation in which we should
have been more of a hindrance than a help; and, after due
permission asked and granted, we crept into a low and narrow
tent, whose black coverings were admirably calculated for the
exclusion of the luminous and transmission of the caloriferous
rays of the mid-day sun. Here we lay stretched out on the
sand till it should please our companions to come and force us
to rise. This the wretches attempted to do after a very short
interval; but we answered, that as we had now got a good
supply of water, and had reached, or nearly so, the boundary